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8 Wing Trenton welcomes 
new honorary colonel

8 Wing Trenton Honorary Colonel John Smylie, 8 Wing Commander Colonel Mark Goulden and Honorary Colonel John 
Williams at the National Air Force Museum of Canada.

By Makala Chapman 

Members of 8 Wing Tren-
ton are welcoming back 

a familiar face to the Base. On 
Sept. 20, local business man, 
John Smylie, was inducted as 
the new honorary colonel at 
an of� cial ceremony held at 
the National Air Force Muse-
um of Canada. Honorary Col-
onel (HCol) Smylie took over 
the position from HCol John 

Williams, who had served in 
his position since 2014. Hav-
ing previously served as hon-
orary colonel of 436 Transport 
Squadron, HCol Smylie said 
he was grateful to have been 
chosen for the job. “My main 
responsibility will be to draw 
that connection between our 
community and our Base here 
in Trenton,” he said. “It’s quite 
an exciting opportunity to 
come in and see what they do 

and be able to translate it back 
to the community.” In his of-
� cial address, HCol Smylie 
thanked HCol Williams for his 
service and noted that � lling 
his shoes would be hard to do. 
But, he said he was looking 
forward to meeting the expec-
tations his predecessor had set 
for the honorary colonel posi-
tion. “I will work hard to build 
upon what you have done,” 
he said. “You have brought 

this Wing and this community 
closer together.” HCol Smylie 
then thanked 8 Wing Com-
mander Goulden for selecting 
him for the position and said 
he would do his best to sup-
port him and his staff in any 
way possible. “I hope I can 
live up to your expectations,” 
he said. “I will work hard to 
champion your work within 
our civilian community.” 
HCol Smylie then explained 

Continued on page 11
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RESIDENTIAL & RETAIL
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Photosof theWeek
Mission Support Squadron 

CFS Alert: Canada Army Run Content submitted  
On 23 September 2018, Canadian Forces Sta-
tion (CFS) Alert personnel joined together in 
the spirit of camaraderie and community to 
participate in the Canada Army Run.  Spear-
headed by Alert’s Medical Technician, Leading 
Seaman (LS) Aaron Peer (pictured above in the 
lime-green jacket), to both encourage physical 
activity at the Station and raise funds for Soldier 
On and Support our Troops (the of� cial funds 
of the Canadian Armed Forces that provide as-
sistance to ill and injured soldiers and military 
families in need), this event successfully drew 
38 participants to run and walk either � ve or ten 
kilometres (km), and many others to volunteer 
their time during and after the run, in the Arctic 
cold.  Thanks to LS Peer’s efforts, Alert’s Can-
ada Army Run proudly raised an impressive 
$1001.00 for these deserving funds.  Sergeant 
Lincoln Allen � nished � rst in the � ve km run 
and Corporal Tom Levshuk � nished � rst in the 
ten km run.  Photo: Cpl R. Brunet St-Jean

Content submitted  
Weekly, members of 
TEME/ Refueling Sec-
tion perform a fuel recir-
culation to ensure a clean 
and polished product is 
delivered to our aircraft. 
This process usually 
takes an hour to com-
plete and is followed up 
by completing other tests 
that con� rms 8 Wing is 
providing the best and 
safest product possible.

Photo by Cpl Gushue 

(From left to right) Avr 
Girard, Pte Day and Pte 
Asquith.



By 8 Wing Public Affairs 

A Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission (CWGC) headstone was 

dedicated on Sept. 22 at the Hamilton 
Woodland Cemetery for Wing Command-
er (W/C) Byron Rawson, DFC and Bar, 
Royal Canadian Air Force, recognizing 
his death in December 1945 as related to 
his service during the Second World War. 
Hailed during the War as the “Youngest 
Wing Commander in the British Empire”, 
W/C Rawson rose to serve in the elite 
Pathfinder Wing in No. 8 Group, part of 
the Royal Air Force’s Bomber Command. 
Accompanied by his swift rise through 
the ranks, he was also awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross and Bar for his 
skill in the cockpit and as a leader. On De-
cember 23, 1945, W/C Rawson took his 
own life in Hamilton, Ontario. Although 

not officially recognized at the time, the 
coroner’s report indicated that his death 
had been due, in part, to his wartime ex-
periences. In consideration of this report, 
in 2017 the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission deemed his death as service 
related due to what we now call Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder, entitling W/C 
Rawson to a commissioned Common-
wealth War Graves headstone. “While it 
has been 73 years since the death of Wing 
Commander Byron Rawson, it is never 
too late to recognize him for his dedica-
tion, bravery and sacrifice,” said Colonel 
Shayne Elder, Commander, Royal Cana-
dian Air Force Aerospace Warfare Centre. 
“Today’s ceremony demonstrates that the 
Royal Canadian Air Force will remember 
and honour those who have served and 
give them the dignity and respect they 
deserve.” Also present at the ceremony 

was Lieutenant-Colonel Bryce Graham 
the commanding officer of 429 Transport 
Squadron at 8 Wing Trenton. “As we re-
flect on Wing Commander Rawson’s sac-
rifice, we are reminded of the importance 
of having open conversations about men-
tal health,” he said, “so that we can help 
break stigmas and encourage our fellow 
airwomen and airmen to seek out 
a wide range of help available to 
our members today.” Since the 
Second World War, considerable 
progress has been made to rec-
ognize and treat Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. Today, person-
nel on certain missions may par-
ticipate in a third location decom-
pression (TLD) to help ease them 
back to normal home life. During 
decompression, each deployed 
person is encouraged to speak to 
a mental health professional and 
to raise any concerns they may 
have. Mental health awareness, 
the recognition of “red flags” 
in self and others, as well as re-
sources available, are discussed 
during the decompression peri-
od.  Prior to returning home from 
deployment, most CAF members 
receive a reintegration briefing to 
help ease their transition to life 
back home. Mental health teams 
also provide information about 
what may await CAF members 
at home, work, and community 

life as they re-connect with life in Canada.  
The families of CAF members are offered 
similar training at home through Military 
Family Resource Centres. W/C Rawson’s 
first operational squadron was 429 “Bi-
son” Squadron, flying Wellington bombers 
and later Halifax bombers on dangerous 
bombing missions over occupied Europe.
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Colonel Shayne Elder lays a wreath next to the newly installed Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission headstone for Wing Commander Byron Rawson DFC and Bar, 
during a ceremony at the Hamilton Woodland Cemetery.

Photos by Corporal Ryan Moulton

Second World War RCAF Officer 
Recognized for Wartime Sacrifices
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The Contact Newspaper
The CONTACT is an unof� cial publication of 8 Wing/CFB Trenton. The CONTACT is a weekly 
military newspaper that provides accurate and timely coverage of issues and events affecting 
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ARTICLES AND PHOTOS

The Contact produces news and infor-
mation about 8 Wing/CFB Trenton at 
home and around the world. We de-
pend on our military community for ar-
ticles, personal stories and photos.
• Articles should be typed in upper 

and lower case (not all caps) and in 
plain black text. Acronyms should be 
spelled out on � rst reference, then ab-
breviated when referred to thereafter.

• Do not include clip art, graphics or 
photos within typed pages. Addition-
al graphics, logos and photos must be 
sent as separate � les.

• Articles may be mailed, e-mailed 
(cfbcontactnewspaper@gmail.com) or 
delivered in person and must include 
the author’s full name, rank, (if appli-
cable) unit and phone number.

• Whenever possible, photos should be 
included with your article and should 
contain the name of the person who 
took the photo and an appropriate 
caption to go with it. Photos should 
be saved in a jpeg format at a high 
resolution for quality reproduction.

• Articles must be received by Monday  
at noon prior to print date.

The Contact ~Wing Headquarters
Building Annex, 8Wing / CFB Trenton

PO Box 1000, Station Forces, 
ASTRA, ON, K0K 3W0

All letters must be signed and include the name of the author, which will be pub-
lished. Include a phone number for veri� cation. We reserve the right to edit the text 
while preserving the main objective of the writer.  We cannot guarantee that any 
particular letter will be printed. E-mail letters to: cfbcontactnewspaper@gmail.com 

Letters to the Editor:

A Military Community Newspaper
The CONTACT newspaper is a Personnel 

Support Programs (PSP) entity. Our newspaper 
relies almost solely on revenues generated through 

advertising and sponsorships.

Drinking and Driving 
Don’t Mix

You are the safest when you completely 
separate drinking and driving. This is 
true if you drive for a living. It is also true 
on your own time.

Here are some reminders about avoiding 
the dangers of drinking and driving on 
social occasions:

• If you are going to be attending 
an event where there will be drinking, do 
not drive. Arrange for other transporta-
tion. One way is to designate a driver for 
your group; this person agrees to stay so-
ber and do all the driving. 
• Make a drink last a long time. Do 

not be pressured into drinking more, or 
having "one for the road".
• Before having your fi rst drink of 
alcohol, enjoy a cup of hot coffee or tea. 
Switch back to non-alcoholic beverages 
early in the evening. Pour your own fruit 
juice or soda if necessary. 
• If you are drinking, consume 

snack foods and lots of mix. Danc-
ing, games and other party activi-
ties can keep you busy doing some-
thing besides drinking. 
• Carry money for a cab and for 
a phone call to obtain a ride. Also 
stash some cash at home for you or 
other family members to pay for the 
taxi. 
• Make a pact with your family 
members to never drive drunk or 
ride with a drinking driver. You 
agree to provide rides for one an-
other if you really need one – at any 
hour with no questions asked. 
• Be a responsible host, friend and 
co-worker. Help ensure that others 
get home safely. Encourage non-
alcoholic beverages on social occa-
sions. 
• Time is the only cure for intoxi-
cation. Black coffee, cold showers, 
fresh air, exercise and other rem-
edies will not sober you up. 
• There is no safe limit for drinking 
before you drive. You can actually 
be impaired at an alcohol level well 
below the legal limit. You are safest 
if you completely separate drinking 
from driving. 
• A party tonight followed by eight 
hours sleep does not make you a 
safe and sober tomorrow. Drivers 
have been convicted of drinking 
and driving offenses occurring the 
day after a party the night before. 
• Don’t mix alcohol with other 
drugs or medications. Such mix-
tures can greatly increase intoxica-

tion, drowsiness and various side effects. 

Think of drinking and driving as two 
separate activities. If you are intending to 
drive, do not drink. If you do intend to 
drink, don’t drive!
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Participating in the Ironman race at Lake Placid 

By Sergeant Patrick Simoneau

Earlier this year, I completed Ironman 
70.3 Syracuse and most recently, Iron-

man 70.3 Lake Placid.  I wanted to try 

something different from 
past years where I had 
done Ironman 70.3 Mont-
Tremblant. This year was 
all about surpassing my 
limits in an effort to make 
this year unforgettable 
and epic as I turned 40. 
I decided I had nothing 
to lose and everything to 
gain. So, along with a 
teammate from 8 Wing 
Trenton, Chris Chee-
seman, who had also 
completed Syracuse 
with me, I decided to 
sign up for Lake Placid 
70.3. I packed for the 
race with all my regu-
lar race kit, from tri 
suit to race day nutri-
tion and my tri shoes, 
which are not fitted to 
be worn with socks. 
On the day of the race, 
we woke up at 4 a.m. 
The temperature was 
a measly 3 degrees ac-
cording to my phone 
app - it was going to be 
a chilly morning and 
a chilly race. Overall, 
this race did not come 
without any challeng-

es, the temperature and the elevation 
on the bike course made it a race to 
remember. I completed Ironman 70.3 
Lake Placid, 24th in age category out 
of 239 and 155 out of 2192 overall. My 

cumulative time was 5:16:12. My time 
is not a personal best, but every race is 
different and times cannot be compared 
from one to another, especially when you 
take Mother Nature and the layout of 
the course into consideration. I strongly 
recommend this event to any triathlete, 
it is very well organised, the volunteers 
as always are very helpful and the qual-
ity of the course is simply beautiful. As 

I close out my race season, I would like 
to thank first, my family, who endured all 
my hours away from home in prepara-
tion for all the races and training sessions 
throughout the year, my chain of com-
mand for supporting me and allowing 
me to mix work and pleasure day after 
day, Trenton PSP personnel, and the PSP 
organisation for their ongoing support of 
CFB Trenton athletes.

Sergeant Patrick Simoneau at the Ironman race in 
Lake Placid.

Photos courtesy of Sergeant Patrick Simoneau
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Students from the Joint Command Staff Program at the Canadian 
Forces College in Canada test out a flight simulator. 

Visiting military members get a 
behind the scenes look at the RCAF

By Makala Chapman 

It’s important for all four ele-
ments of the Canadian Armed 

Forces ¬– Army, Royal Canadian 
Navy, Royal Canadian Air Force 
and Special Operations Forces 
Command– to understand what 
each group does on a daily ba-
sis says Lieutenant-Commander 
(Lt.-Cmdr.) Matthew Mitchell. 
On Sept. 24, more than 125 stu-
dents from the Canadian Forces 
College in Toronto visited 8 
Wing Trenton for an opportunity 
to learn more about the Royal 
Canadian Air Force (RCAF). As 
the lead organizer of the visit, 
Lt.-Cmdr. Mitchell said he was 
pleased with how much the stu-
dents from the college’s Joint 
Canadian Staff Program (JCSP) 
were enjoying taking part in such 
a unique experience. The JCSP 
course is year-long program 
for military officers to learn in-
stitutional leadership and fur-
ther their education in defence 
studies. Part of the program is 
a chance to take part in what is 
known as an Experiential Learn-
ing Visit (ELV). Upon visiting 8 
Wing Trenton, the students were 
able to tour the static display of 
aircraft such as the CC-130J Her-
cules, the CH-146 Griffon and 
CC-177 Globemaster. A range of 
other activities were also avail-
able on site, which included 
flight simulators, information 
booths and the chance to speak 
with members of the RCAF first 
hand. “The goal is to get an 
operational understanding of 
what the RCAF does and what 
their capabilities are,” said Lt.-
Cmdr. Mitchell. Having been a 
student on the JCSP course just 
last year, he added he remem-
bered how useful it was to have 
had the opportunity to learn 
more about the different ele-
ments of the military from the 
visits. “It was valuable because 
I have a lot of experience with 
things like the Sea Kings (anti-

submarine warfare helicopter),” 
he explained, “but I’m not often 
going to come across a Herc’ or 
all these other airframes used 
by the RCAF.” In addition to 
Canadian students, present on 
the ELV were 22 international 
military students representing 
their home countries of Pakistan, 
New Zealand, Mongolia, France, 
England, the United States and 
more. Lt.-Cmdr. Mitchell added 
that having the international vis-
itors be a part of the ELV was a 
great way to network, as well as 
demonstrate Canada’s vast capa-
bilities. Walking around taking 
in the sheer size of the CC-177 
Globemaster was JCSP student 
Major (Maj.) Khalifa Aldoseri 
from the Bahrain Defence Force, 
an island nation located in the 
Arabian Gulf. In his home coun-

try he noted since he serves in 
the army as an armour officer, he 
doesn’t often get to see different 
types of air platforms. “The Ca-
nadian Forces has a great variety 
of air capability,” he said, “so it’s 
interesting to get to see some of 
these air pieces up close.” When 
asked what his favourite aircraft 
was on display, he laughed, and 
noted it was the Globemaster, 
since it’s one of 
the only aircraft 
big enough to 
carry his tanks. 

Overall, he said he was honoured 
to be an international student 
studying in Canada and learn-
ing more about its military. “It’s 
always great when the aligned 
nations come together to work, 
learn and understand more 
about each other,” said Maj. Al-
doseri. “Ultimately, this will en-
hance our capabilities and allow 
us to face the challenges that all 

the nations, NATO and their al-
lies may come across. It’s been 
a very rewarding experience for 
me and I will be recommend-
ing this course.” Following their 
visit to Trenton, the students set 
off for Canadian Forces Base 
Petawawa to learn more about a 
day in the life of Canada’s army 
members. 

Lottie Jones
istFlor Ltd.
amilyF Owned
and Operated
Since 1923

Eleanor Barker
MaryAnne White

44 Quinte Street
Trenton, ON K8V 3S9

Ph: 613-392-2537
www.lo ishltd.com

BRUNO’S CLASSIC CUTS
barbering & hairstyling • straight shaves
colour & highlights • up do’s • extensions

266 DUNDAS ST. E., TRENTON, ON

Mon - Wed: 9 am - 5:30 pm • Thurs: 9 am - 7 pm
Fri: 9 am - 6 pm • Saturday: 8 am - 2:00 pm

Family cuts 4 or more

$10 OFF
seNiors Day eVery tuesDay

WALK-INS ONLY FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Major Khalifa Aldoseri from the Bahrain Defence Force says he was excited to learn more about 
Canada’s air capabilities and see a CC-177 Globemaster in person.

Photos by Makala Chapman
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COMING TO

BAGOTVILLE?
WE’VE GOT THE PLACE TO STAY!

• 118 ROOMSWITH REFRIGERATOR AND MICROWAVE OVEN
• TROPICAL ATRIUMWITH SWIMMING POOL, SPA AND SAUNA
• ON-SITE RESTAURANT
• WALKING DISTANCE FROM THE SHOPPING MALLS
• FREE LONG-DISTANCE CALLS TO CANADA AND USA
• FREE WIRELESS HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
• 15 MINUTES FROM BAGOTVILLE AIRPORT

RATES FROM

PLUS TAXES PER NIGHT
FOR THE CANADIAN
FORCES COMMUNITY

WWW.CFAPPRECIATION.CA

250, RUE DES SAGUENÉENS
SAGUENAY, QUEBEC
CANADA G7H 3A4

418.545.8326 • 1.800.461.8390
WWW.LASAGUENEENNE.COM

LET’S GO BOWLING
Leagues are forming and starting, bowlers are needed (all levels)

and all times (day and night)

Sunday special deal:
$39.95 for 1.5 hours up to 6 people

including shoes

CLUB MEDD BOWL • (613)392-5756 31 • Dundas St. E., Trenton
www.clubmeddbowl.com

Rock n bowl on Friday
and Saturday nights for

relax and
friends gathering

We Host
Birthday
Parties

September 28, 2018 7 - The Contact
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September 28 - The Trenton Curling Club will be hosting an in person registration and Open House from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and on September 29th from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Daytime, evening, military and junior leagues are available and experience is not a pre-requisite.

September 29 - The annual Ad Astra Stone Dedication Ceremony will be taking place at the National Air Force Museum of Canada’s Air Park at 2 p.m. 

Upcoming local events
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The thoughtful design touches in 
this three-bedroom bungalow – 
such as the extra-high ceiling in 
the foyer and the soaker tub in the 
master bedroom’s ensuite – will 
more than make up for the fact 
that there’s no basement.
However, the plans include an 
optional stairway, should the 
purchasers consider including a 
basement, always useful for an 
extra bedroom or storage space.
A covered entry, set off by two 
brick pillars with wooden struts 
on top, leads through the foyer – 
with a ceiling measuring 10 feet, 
six inches high – to the open-
plan kitchen and dining area, 
with nine-foot ceilings. The great 

room, located at the back of the 
home enjoys French doors to a 
patio, and also features a gas fire-
place, truly making it a room for 
all seasons.
The kitchen features an L-shaped 
counter area. Natural light will 
flood in through the window over 
the kitchen sink, as well as that in 
the dining area. The work area 
includes an eating bar. A roomy 
pantry provides extra storage 
space.
An archway leads to the master 
suite, overlooking the back gar-
den and including an en-suite and 
walk-in closet. The soaker tub has 
a tiled surround, and the double 
sinks will ease the morning rush-

hour. The closet is 
capacious enough 
for a couple’s shoes 
and accessories.
The second bedroom 
is adjacent to a three-
piece bathroom, 
while the third bed-
room, which can 
double as a den, 
overlooks the front 
garden and contains 
a built-in desk.
The laundry room 

includes a handy 
shelf, as well as a 
bench with coat-
hooks. Access to the 
double garage means 
the laundry room can 
also serve as a mud 
room.
Should a basement 
be desired, the plans 
include an optional 
stairway located near 
the master bedroom.
Exterior finishes in-
clude wood siding 
and painted trim, as 
well as brick accents.

Plan No:  5-3-688                

www.colestimbermart.ca

Tree Service
Trenton TreeTrenton Tree
ServiceService

Tree Trimming &
Removal, Chipping
& Stumping
• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured

Afair price for everyone
613-392-7415

October 2018      
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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Creative Sunday Dance with France – 
Ladies Night 
Dance with France – 
Level 1 

Dance with France – 
Level 2 & 3 

Community Connection 
What About Me? 

Mindfulness   

V W X =< == => =; 

 THANKSGIVING 
MFRC CLOSED 

 Community Connection 
What About Me? 

Portfolio Development 
Special Needs Parent 
Support Group 
Knit & Chat 
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  Afternoon Tea: 
Employment & 
Education Style 

Community Connection 
What About Me? 
Picasso & Pinot 

Mindfulness Christmas Marketplace – 
Vendor Application 
Deadline 

Bus Trip to P EC 
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  Manulife Information 
Briefing 
Bouncing Back from 
Depression & Anxiety 

Budgeting for Release    

 

February 2018 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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    Essential Oils 101 
Pops & Tots 

 Winter Jubilee 
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Al-Anon Skin Care Essentials (FR) Cook with Grace: 
Chinese New Year Feast 
 

Hello Wednesday 
Rustic Tableau 

Mindfulness 
Knit & Chat 
Pops & Tots 
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Al-Anon  Skin Care Essentials (EN) 
 

 Essential Oils for 
Couples  
Pops & Tots 
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Al-Anon   Hello Wednesday 
Picasso & Pinot 

Mindfulness 
Deployment Cooking 
Class 
Knit & Chat 
Pops & Tots 

Essential Oils for 
Mommy & Toddlers 
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Creative Sunday 
Al-Anon 

      

       

       

•Mindfulness
Mindfulness means paying attention in a par-
ticular way, on purpose, in the present mo-
ment, and nonjudgmentally.
Join us for our monthly mindfulness sessions, 
now offered twice a month. The session is free 
of charge! We run sessions at 12 p.m. Register 
with Rabia at rabia.s@trentonmfrc.ca
Upcoming dates in 2018 are: 
• October 4 & 18
• November 1 & 15 & 29
• December 6

•Afternoon Tea - Employment & Education Style
Join us for an afternoon tea party at the Tren-

ton MFRC’s Employment & Education offi ce, 
where we will explore the possibiliteas, while 
channeling our creativiteas to explore your 
specifi c employment and educational needs 
and how best we can assist you.  A light-heart-
ed afternoon featuring David’s tea and yummy 
treats + a chance to connect and share stories 
and experiences with the group.
Tuesday, October 16, 2018 at 1 p.m.
Please RSVP by Friday October 12 by con-
tacting Elizabeth.nicholas@forces.gc.ca or 
Priscilla.t@trentonmfrc.ca. 

•Special Needs Parent Support Group
Special Needs Parent Support Group at the 
Trenton MFRC every second Thursday of the 

month starting in September from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Connect with other parents and caregivers in 
your community and discuss topics that affect 
you and your family. Gain support and insight 
on understanding the school system, diagno-
sis, and managing behaviours. Child care is 
provided but please give one week notice.  For 
more information, please contact santina.w@
trentonmfrc.ca. 

•Building Blocks (SNIP)
Building Blocks Program is an evidence-based 
social skills program using Lego to assist in the 
development of communication and appropri-
ate social interaction. 
Begins October 9, 6 - 7 p.m. and runs for 8 

weeks. For more information, please contact 
santina.w@trentonmfrc.ca. 

•Bouncing Back from Anxiety & Depression   
October 23 to December 11, Tuesdays 
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. At the Trenton MFRC
The eight week group will help you:
• Learn what fuels your depression and anxiety 
• Discover practical coping tools
• Meet new people for support
• Find out about other services in the community 
For more information please contact Jaclyn 
Hunter: jaclyn.h@trentonmfrc.ca. 

October 2018www.trentonmfrc.ca • 613-965-3575 • 50 Rivers Drive East, Siskin Centre

TRENTON 
Military Family 
Resource Centre

TRENTON Military Family Resource Centre
www.trentonmfrc.ca • 613-965-3575 • 50 Rivers Drive East, Siskin Centre • With locations in Belleville & Frankford
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By Captain Kathleen Soucy

For 60 years, Canadian Forces Station 
Alert, on Ellesmere Island in Nunavut, 
has projected Canadian sovereignty in 
Canada’s far North. Alert is the most 
northerly, permanently inhabited loca-
tion in the world, located only 817 kilome-
tres from the geographic North Pole. On 
Sept. 1, station personnel celebrated the 
station’s 60th anniversary of service. The 
station was first established in the early 
1950s as a weather station. On September 
1, 1958, it began its operational role as a 
signals intelligence unit of the Canadian 
Armed Forces. On that date, it became 
the Alert Wireless Station and was under 
the command of the Canadian Army. “I 
am very proud to be in CFS Alert for its 
60th anniversary. It is a great opportu-
nity to recognize the excellent work that 
has been done by our Canadian Armed 
Forces members and civilian personnel 
throughout the years, and to thank them 
for the sacrifices they make to 
be here,” said Major Sandra 
Andrusiak, Alert’s command-
ing officer. For the occasion, 
the 106 persons working at CFS 

Alert celebrated with activities such as a 
scavenger hunt called “60 questions for 
60 years”: teams had a list of questions, 
mainly pertaining to the history of the 
station, for which searched out answers 
through a hunt of the main building. A 
Polar Dip was held September 2 for those 
who are courageous enough to brave the 
Arctic Sea, as well as a barbeque dinner 
with a giant birthday cake. Sixty years of 
operational capability is always remark-
able, but celebrating 60 years of opera-
tions in the extreme cold of Arctic Cana-
da is an even bigger deal. Alert’s beauty 
on a sunny summer day is breathtaking, 
which makes it difficult to imagine how 
austere and forgiving this place can be. 
The reality is that weather is extremely 
unpredictable and a simple task can be-
come very arduous. In the winter months, 
personnel can face temperatures of -50C, 
with extreme winds that can whip up the 
snow and make colleagues standing a 
metre apart lose sight of each other. The 

station’s isolation is another challenge. 
“Located 2,092 kilometres away from the 
closest Canadian city of Iqaluit and 700 
kilometres away from the possible sup-
port of the United States Air Force Base 
at Thule, Greenland, CFS Alert is the 
most isolated and austere place Canadi-
an Armed Forces members may work at 
during their career,” said Master Warrant 
Officer Marceau, the station warrant offi-
cer. Other challenges include the difficul-
ty of getting around in bad weather, the 
danger that some animals represent and 
limited internet connectivity. Personnel 
at Alert include military members, Na-
tional Defence and Environment Canada 
employees, as well as private contractors. 
Their functions range from resource man-
agement support to meteorology, medical 
support, technical maintenance, 
food services, and loading and 
unloading aircraft. CFS Alert 
maintains signal intelligence fa-
cilities in support of Canadian 

military operations. Signals intelligence 
is conducted remotely, using equipment 
and facilities located in Alert. Defence 
Minister Harjit Sajjan visited Alert in 
mid-August and met personnel living 
and working there. His visit included 
a tour of the CAF facilities in Alert, the 
announcement of a number of infrastruc-
ture improvements, as well as a demon-
stration of defence research underway 
to improve the military’s capacity in the 
Arctic. The more than $10 million in in-
frastructure investments announced for 
Alert include upgrades to fire alarm and 
suppression system ($5 million); replace-
ment of fuel storage tanks ($2.5 million); 
and a power plant generator ($2.8 mil-
lion).

CFS Alert celebrates 60 years

Major Sandra Andrusiak, CFS Alert’s commanding officer, and Master Warrant Of-
ficer Marceau, the station warrant officer, pause for a photo during Alert’s 60th an-
niversary celebration held on the first weekend of September 2018. 

Alert’s new sign reflects its location in Nunavut. The older signs surrounding it, 
showing the distances to various locations, remain in place. 

“Fireplace Showroom”

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS

Built better than it has
to be with a lifetime unit

replacement warranty plus
10 years parts & labour.

Old Man winter is
cOMing!!!

Call today to sChedule
your furnaCe tune-up

$1250
IN REBATES

plus up to

122 Parks Dr. Belleville
613-966-8848

Locally owned and Operated to Serve You Better Since 1995

Call or visit us today for your
FREE No Obligation quote
“You’ll Be Glad You Did!”

LASTS AND LASTS AND LASTS

Heating & Air Conditioning

Specializing
in your Home Comfort

WITH An AMAnA HI-EFF
nATURAL GAS OR

PROPAnE FURnACE

www.weaverfuneralhomes.com

SO THAT
WE MAY
BE FREE.

For every war, there are
many who bravely and

proudly leave their loved
ones behind to protect
the freedoms that we as
Canadians are afforded.

It is these brave
few we honour.

Trenton East
29 Bay Street
613-394-2433

Trenton West
170 Dundas St. W.

613-392-3579

Photo by Captain Kathleen Soucy Photo by Corporal Ryan Moulton
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WE ARE ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

613-392-3939 | contact@marinovichdental.com

MarinovichDental.com

Call Us To Book An Appointment Today!

Wishing Everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!

Direct payment from insurance company’s accepted.

Come meet our doctors: Andrew, Sue & John

NEXT STEPS
CP connects veterans with competitive pay,
benefits and potential advancement opportunities.
Connect to a rewarding career.

Apply now at CPR.ca/Veterans

September 28, 2018 11 - The Contact

that ensuring military families felt wel-
comed and at home in the Quinte region 
would be something he personally want-
ed to focus on and was looking forward 
to meeting as many people as possible. 
Following the ceremony, speaking to how 
proud he was to have served in his role 
was HCol Williams. As the former mayor 
of Quinte West, he added supporting the 
Base had always been a priority of his. 
“It’s important that the public know how 
important 8 Wing Trenton, the military 
members and their families are,” he said. 
“It was a great honour to be connected 

with them and to have supported them 
as much I could from a civilian view.” He 
added the position had been a unique ex-
perience that he would not soon forget as 
he was given the unique opportunity to 
travel with the squadrons to places such 
as Canadian Forces Station Alert and to 
Kuwait. As for his lasting legacy, HCol 
Williams said he hoped it would be the 
connections he helped build throughout 
his service. He added that the Quinte re-
gion wouldn’t be what it is today with-
out the Base. Everything from the people 
employed through the military to the 

families living and supporting local busi-
nesses, he said they all were an important 
fixture in the community. HCol Williams 
noted that while his official duties as hon-
orary colonel may be over, he would con-
tinue to be active within the military com-
munity. Assisting HCol Smylie, he said he 
would do his part to ensure an honorary 
colonel network system on the Base was 
established. This system would see that 
former and current honorary colonels 
would be able to come together to further 
utilize their skills and seek advice from 
each other. As for his advice to the rest of 

the honorary colonels at the Base, he said 
to always offer assistance, get to know 
the members and ensure the importance 
of the military is never lost on the com-
munity. The Honorary rank is “honorary 
and advisory,” and honorary rank does 
not confer authority or command func-
tion. Honoraries can provide continuity 
within the unit on matters of community 
events and activities, unit traditions etc. – 
of importance can be speaking to new re-
cruits and young officers on unit history 
and traditions

Continued from page 1

8 Wing Trenton Honorary Colonel John Williams (right) welcomes Honorary Colonel John Smylie 
(left) to the team.

Honorary Colonel John Smylie says he’s excited to continue his work in 
supporting the military community. 

Honorary Colonel John Williams thanks 8 Wing Trenton for having him 
as their honorary colonel. 

 Photos by Makala Chapman



Advertisement

Why Digital?
• Canadians continue to be among the heaviest users of digital media

• Canada is #3 in desktop internet usage at 34.6 hours per month

• Canadians are the heaviest online searchers at 140 queries per month
• 3 out of 4 Canadians own smartphones, well above the rates in U.S.
and other developed markets

Let us help you connect the pieces!

Our Multi Media Consultants are here to
Maximize Your Connections

✔ Geofencing ✔ Audience Extension ✔ Programatic

Call today at
613-966-2034

Digital advertising now accounts for almost a third of total advertising expenditures
in Canada. At 31.3% of total media spending, digital now exceeds TV as the largest

form of advertising investment, according to a new eMarketer report, “Canada
Digital Advertising: eMarketer’s Latest Ad Spending Estimates and Outlook for 2015.”

CONNECTED TO YOUR COMMUNITY
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